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h Napikoski L. Feminism in 1960s Monster Family Sitcoms. www.womenshistory.about.com

1 Doyle J. As sitcoms go, The New Normal is perfectly normal. The Globe and Mail, September 10, 2012
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LGBT rights, domestic violence and Thailand's culture of silent acceptance

Thailand's first sexual reassignment surgery operation was carried out in 1975. This came 28
years before sodomy laws in the United States were completely revoked in 2003.

This early acceptance of an individual's rights to change their sexual identity is not the only
example of Thailand's progressive attitude to civil rights. Women were given the right to vote in Thailand in

1932, 12 years before France, 15 years before China and decades before most other developing nations.

51



But, of course, the first to move are not always the first to successfully integrate these new
attitudes within their society.

Despite the high number of people identifying as lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgender (LGBT),
they are clearly under-represented in business, government and the media. And as we all know,
transgenders are still classed as mentally divergent when it comes to enlisting for national service.

Compared to the LGBT community, women as a social group are better off with regards to
representation and legal rights. But this does not mean they are immune from discrimination. Yes, we have
women business leaders and even a female PM but this just means that it is easier to turn a blind eye to
sex discrimination.

Eighty years after women were given the right to vote. a non-governmental media watchdog
group, the Media Monitor Project, has released a study claiming that violence against women is accepted
as part of Thai culture. Alongside the report, Kritaya Archavanitkul, an academic at Mahidol University's
Institute for Population and Social Research, commented that the issue of gender politics is something of
a taboo in Thai society and that we are promoting a culture of "silent acceptance.”

Coincidentally, in the same week as the report was released, Thai bookstore Se-ed demanded
that publishers put clear warnings of "adult content" on the covers of books with LGBT or sexually explicit
content.

At first glance these stories may seem unrelated; in fact Se-ed can even be commended for
attempting to protect children from unsuitable content. However, LGBT activists have since voiced their
displeasure with the company's broad requirements of what is to be deemed unsuitable LGBT content.
Over 130,000 people have already signed a Facebook petition against Se-ed bookstores.

Now, | would not go so far as to label Se-ed the villain in this story. The books that they plan to
"reconsider" include anything dealing with student prostitution, sexual abuse of non-spouses, children,
youths and women, and incest and arousing graphic details of sexual intercourse.

Much of this stuff is certainly not bedtime reading material, and | assume that Se-ed has the
public's best interests at heart. The problem comes with the practical application of the rule. Will a
children's book about a boy and his pet dog be "reconsidered" if the boy happens to have two dads?

Most people prefer to err on the side of caution so the likelihood of little Timmy and his two dads

being pulled from the shelves is highly probable.
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And here is where the problem lies. Could we once again be building a culture of silent
acceptance? Children who are deprived of exposure to various forms of social and sexual identities will
grow up believing that anything outside of their own personal experience is against the norm.

The only time the public are exposed to the LGBT community in the media it is either as
outlandish caricatures, make-up artists or street workers who hang around Silom, Lumpini Park and Nana
waiting to rob people. If that is the image we promote, it is no wonder that there is no public backing for
trangenders to officially change their sexually identity on legal documents.

In the case of Thailand, our prejudices do not stem from religious dogma, tribalism or racist
attitudes brought on by a history of colonisation or even a fear of change. We proved that when we gave
women the right to vote and allowed men to physically become women all those years ago.

We are okay with men beating their wives and bookstores suppressing LGBT content because
we are lazy, and it's the easy thing to do. Ban a book rather than court controversy and watch Somying go
to work with a bruised face because it's easier than interfering.

For whatever reason, (lack of education, selfishness, a mai pen rai attitude) Thailand lacks the
ability to fully implement change and capitalise on our "progress" because not enough of us are ready to
speak out. It only takes a few people to pass a law or challenge social norms; it takes a nation to make
those changes the rule rather than the exception.

Perhaps the anonymity of social media will help Thais to voice their opinions as we have seen
with the hundreds of thousands of people signing online petitions. Either that or it will disprove my theory
that Thais are insufferably lazy and instead show us that we are simply just a bunch of horrible, horrible

people

N Bangkok post
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Thais tolerant of violence between sexes, seminar told

Gender violence is part of a culture of "silent acceptance" and Thais are urged to stop keeping
quiet about the gender issue so society can bring about changes, a seminar was told.

The Media Monitor Project, a non-governmental media watchdog group, and the Women's
Health Advocacy Foundation, yesterday presented a study on the media, gender violence and gender
discrimination at a meeting, attended by academics and journalists.

Kritaya Archavanitkul, an academic of Mahidol University's Institute for Population and Social
Research, said the gender issue has been regarded as indecent by Thai society and is not a topic for
open discussion, which leads to gender bias.

Men are stronger physically, and able to inflict violence more readily.

Acceptance that men are likely to inflict harm has developed into a culture of violence and no
one has ever called it into question, Assoc Prof Kritaya said.

"A culture of gender violence among Thais has influenced our way of life. We need to criticise
and question it and give the culture of silence a voice and make it a topic for open discussion," she said.

Wilasinee Adulyanon, director of social marketing and media advocacy at the Thai Health
Promotion Foundation, said the media presents gender violence and gender bias because society is
dominated by the mentality of polar opposites.

This mindset has led the media to see gender violence and gender bias as normal and natural.

Assoc Prof Wilasinee said the gender issue is still considered a private matter between a man
and his wife, with little debate on the issue in public that would have brought about major changes in
society.

She said women must not be regarded as inferior to men and the gender issue should also be
considered in a cultural context.

She said mechanisms should be devised to regulate the presentation of content in the media
regarding gender culture. She called on the National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission
(NBTC) to initiate such moves immediately.

The NBTC cannot focus only on allocating frequencies while ignoring the issue of gender
culture, she said.

Assoc Prof Wilasinee said campaigns have been launched to promote the significance of

gender culture and to support academic research on the gender issue.
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She said advocates of gender culture will meet the NBTC. They will push for gender culture to
be included in the agency's draft regulations for the media and the gender issue should also be included

as part of state policies.

Ik Bangkok post
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Voice TV

http://news.voicetv.co.th/thailand/57901.html

PITV

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IjQQfGKFP1Y

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=[jQQfGKFP1Y

DNN

http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player embedded&v=u8 pAF4Jg-k
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