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A study of media frame and discourse on the 2007 Constitution amendment

in the Thai press in 2012
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Abstract

A Study of News Frame and Discourse on the 2007 Constitution Amendment
in the Thai Press in 2012

The objectives of the research are; to study the frame and discourse on the Constitution
amendment in the Thai press and the economic transformation of the press and their professional
organizations. Six newspapers are selected; Thai Rath, Kom Chad Luek, Matichon, Thai Post,
Bangkok Post and ASTV Pujadkaan and the 4-month samples are drawn from April-July 2012.
There are 3 types of content chosen for analysis. These are 1) front page news 2) editorial 3)
opinion column.

There are 6 major frames divided in 2 clusters in three types of newspaper content; a) constitution
and democracy, amendment process and content, role of constitutional court, b) political game,
sensationalizing the conflict, diverting agenda. The first cluster (a) discusses issues of division and
balance of power in a democracy. The second cluster (b) discusses political tactics, power play,
political conflict and negative image of politicians.

The discourses found in the newspaper content are divided into 2 groups. The first group primarily
supports and legitimizes the amendment. The second group opposes the amendment and
demonstrates the illegitimacy of the move to amend the constitution. The pro-amendment
discourses are; to materialize the government political mandate, to democratize the constitution,
elected members of the constitution convention represent the people, to design a new system of
check and balance of power, the legitimacy of the power of the people to establish the constitution
(as opposed to the power of the coup). The opposing discourses are; to destroy the monarchy and
democratic rule, to salvage former prime minster Thaksin Shinawatra, political game of the
government, may lead to civil war, amendment process dominating by politicians.

The newspapers frame and present the discourses in 3 types of perspectives; observer, actor, and
critical distance. The news sources are largely government sources, the Opposition, the judiciary
(especially the Constitution Court), academics who agree and disagree with the amendment. The
pro-amendment content use straight language and reasoning in their attempt to convince readers.
Newspaper content that are opposed to the amendment are framed in dramatic narrative, openly
attacking the government in the front page news headline, satirical language and labeling are used
in the editorial and opinion column.

The research on the newspaper industry finds that it is made up of large newspaper businesses.
Four out of 6 newspapers under study are registered in the stock exchange (ASTV Pujadkaan was
declared bankrupt and withdrew from the stock exchange). There are major shareholders from
other business sectors that invest in these newspapers such as construction, banking, retail,
entertainment and television as well as foreign media. These newspapers are diversifying into
other types of media such as online news and satellite television in order to compete with
terrestrial television, cable television and cinema for more advertising revenue. Thai Rath, the
number one leader of the industry and a family business, is not a public company. So does Thai
Post.

The mainstream press organizes several professional organizations such as the Reporter and
Journalist Association of Thailand, the National Press Council of Thailand to protect their
interests. In recent years, their concern on press freedom and safety for journalists in the field show
that the industry has been affected by the deep political conflict in the country and rapid economic
transformation as a result of globalization.
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8. 81 14.21 13.94 15.63 20.02 20.44
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